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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED lNFORrMATION

The former 18th Etur Regiment no lomger exists, Special companies
commsisting of young troeps are now statiomed in the barracks of the former
regiment, These troops are trained and later assigned to other military
units and new trainees take their place. The replacements of new troops
are sametimes partial er complete,

The commander of one engineer company is Major & Commumiat
frem Twrnovo, He is s geod officer but doesniiireat his troops well, a
former partisan, amd in 1950 he was sent for specialization probably to
the USSR, The pelitical e er is Captain 5 about 35 years old,
a specialist in mine laying / military mine wark /., During 1950 he was

sent to Momchilgrad, but retuwmned to Twrneve to train young troops. <)

Radichev was commander of a special recommaisance or intelligence company
for student officers im Burgas dwring 1951,

Esch coppeny. bas.twp platoons and comsists of 80 troops. Each company bas 80
Marnlicher Tifles; Soviet submachine guns of 72 rounds, Mg=34 light o

machimsguns and Maksim Sokolov heavy machine guns, training mines, T-34
antitank wmine, tank mine=42, antitroop wmine F-35, a vehicle mine
Z the word mina cam both be 2 mine or a hand gremade_/, Troops are
acquainted with all types of antipersonnel mines or grenades and all
types of explosives as well as with their effects, Troops are taught
how to lay mine fields and how to destroy them.

Jn the barracks area there are buildings for engineer cempanies, motor
companies,macline gun cempanies, antitank ocempanies, weapoms, dumps; a
modern bakery, and equipment starehouses, There is a non-camissioned offi-
eerst infantry school. Here framtier troop students for man-commissioned
officer cadre are assigned to several cempanies, After being trainsd,
eamanding groups are sent to variocus units. The training of young
soldiers lasts up to six months,

The f£irst frontier podelenie Iskur barracks in Malko Turnovo are loeated

at the engd of the city near the highway which g to Loxengrgd. The
beadguarters of the podelenie is located there / lozemgrad 2. /. The
barracks houge more than 200 old soldiers as well as four companies of yeung
soldiers or trainees, Until 1950 the commander of the podelenie was
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He is 52, from Yasbel, am active Camwmist who emigrated to the USSR
during 1923, It Kiriste Mapgy  is in charge of the racommiusance or
i sectiom. He is a Cemmmist, about 40 years old and a
former partisan, The cld soldiers in tle podelemie are separsted from

the yeung emes, Ammmitien is givem to the ald

seldiers while the

Pour of the sampanies with ywung trecps are infantry units, The pedelenie
is equipped with light MG-42 and MG-34machine guno, heavy Maksim Sekeloy machine

‘gung, Seviet ubmachioe guns with 72 round

8, carbines, hand gremades,

ete, Ths old seldiers arve divided as fellows: 20 machine gunners, 20
engineers, W0mrtar mesn, 1015 drivers, three te five keepers of
nilitary dogs, 10 telspheme operatars, 15 telsgraph operators, Alse
framtier troops sxe here, mostly those who bave been pumished at their

duty places, They are assigred to the podelenie

fer werk and diseipline,

The entire area surrouniing the barracks ef the pedslemie has trenches
vhieh ars 100 m frem the barracks. The main tremches are ceunected
with the barracks by means of underground trenchez, The opem trenches
are fer firing and are .80 m wide se that twe seldiers may pase eash
other comfartably while walking in eppesite direstims., Secret
passages in the tw#hches are dug frem imside. The trenchss are
constantly maintained in geod shape and in resdiness. In the barracks
area there is a mime sterage depat, loscsted om the left angle of the
parracks facing the frentier, Amether mime starags depet or dump- 48

lmtged en the right of the Malke Twrnove Burgas

reoad, v

The Malke ove-losengrad Tead is mined with antitani minea whish sre .
300 m,frém the fremtier: The barracks of the sester are nsar the eity,;
ane air kum from the fromtier, On the ground theyare further away from
the, fremtier 10 the terraim is hilly, All bridges en the Malke

Twnove Burgas aud Malke Turnove-lozengrad roads

are so prepered that

they can be blown up., On the highway te ths frontier at inassessible

places, an the sides of the read iiself there are littles holes imto

which at a given mumerni explosives eam be placed
up so that they fall om the highway as antitank

. Rotks csn be blown
cbstagles.

The podelenie is armed with ths same weapons as the Kemmandatura, whieh
iz at the headguarters of tbe pedelemie. The following kemmandatuwras

_are in this fremtier sestar: The konmandatuwra in Malke Turasve, in
‘Kosti, in GZvezdetz, in Bsla Teurkza /[+ig/. The

Kommardatura in Malko Turnovo

is lecated im the barracks of the headquarters af the pedelenie, It

has 200 old scldiers and four infantzry ccapanies

with young soldiers,

probably recruits. Senicr Lt Sigyshev is the commander of the
mmamgahmwmwmpmmctMMnm@emasa
man and as an afficer, erv,Mghapmmle. He is
sbout 30 years old, cames fram D.bcuja and treats the soldiers badly.
The kommandatura bes many master sergeants {(starshina - seltsebel) and
other non-cominsimed effisers whe are in sharge of special groups .
such as machine gun and mortar greups. mmmabasmmgy
Maksim Sckalev nazhius gurvi,emd abeut 15 light MG-—34 machine gurs. Bach
soldier has aMamilichergéfle e o Seviet carbime, There are several
sarbines and rifles in reserve., The kemmandatura has four mortars, ome
radio station, telephane spperatus, hand grenades, mines, three well-

traimed oge Por oose agatied 11lsgal borlsr crossers

Thers are four frautier posts (granishni post).

e

Each post hus a special

naxe, & cozmander and deputy commander, whe are usually Junicr lieutemants
or sspier lieutsmants but can alse be master sergeante or other non-coma,

Each post has 40-80 selders. A fromtier scldier

{granichen voynik) has

the following weapens: 4 rifle o an awtematic weapn, tws hand grenades,

eme hurdred sartridges, a telesceps or binoceulars, ste, Frontier troops
ars alloved 1o have en their perscms reckeis, sigmal devices, in case of

emergency. They alse hawe ieleplicusc tokeep comtast with the pest and

with the zastava,

During 1951 trudovaks began to build fartifications erowmd the posts Nt
at tbe border, These are mainly bunkers with a dismeter of eight meters )
fitted with six to 10 holes far shooting. The posts are comected with

the bunmkers by meana of an underground secret passage. Bach pest is in» N

nhm‘ge of the area up te 10 km from the berder,
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Barbed wire is srousd meay of the pests, as it 4s sround the pest which
is just below Malke Turmeve, Here tbe barbed wirs is ia five rows,
bat #mly at accessible places,

The kemmandatura im Xosti is 25 lm from Malke Turnevo, aa the road to
Bezovo and 20 km from the barder. The kemsandatura s beused in mew
hmamwﬂtmmgl%iutmeﬂ@!’mmo It has 200 seldiers,
srmed 1ike the other kommandaturas in the Malke TaReYe ares, Ibe

1imits ef this kesmandatvra begin at Malke Twrnevo and go as far as
Hegzavo, At Rezeve the Burgas secnor begins, This kammendatura has four
te five fromtier posts en the framtier lime itself, Thers ars no
populated plaess here. Minefields are in csrtain places as iu

barbed wire but it camot be stated exmctly where.
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The kommandatura in Zisziets is 20 km from Malke Turnove towards the -
intericr of Bulgaria and eight km from the fremtier. The highway

Malko Turmovo — Burgas gees through the toum of Zvezdets, The kemmandatura
ist);ussmsiuasﬂgoprwimskmmﬂumu, It has sumser barracks :
and there are slso barfacks fer the training ef recruits. The trocps
vhich live in these barracks work em fortificatiom of the fremtier, but
there are alse labor trecps (trudovaks) who werk alomg the emtire

fremtier seetar of Malke Turmove, This kemmandatura has four fromtier
pests — one south ef Zvezdets. a secomd on tbe right of Zvezdets, the
third %% of Belevres, ami the fourth south of Gramichar, The hills
between Cranichar amd Belevrem are called Gelyama Mechla, ‘Minefields -

are 1aid on these hills with 8-35 antipercotnsl nines. A% other
acesssible points within the kempandatura ssroa arse barbed wire metwerks.

The kemuandatura in Bels Tsurkza is the farthest im Malke Twrmove, Bela
reurkza iz 10 km from the fremtier. This keamezdatura resembles all the
others mentioned previocusly.

A special type of troops called Chekisti are along the fremtier. Gne
battalion compisting ef tiree companies is stationed mow im Belegradehik,
whepe the second fremtier seeter {jrifiichen sektor) is mow
staticned, This ssecnd granichen sectcr has been remamed otryad. These
troops (the chekisti) are here fur security purpeses aleag the frentier
avd in the imteriar of Bulgaria. They are under the administratiem of
the Ministry of Interier {Stats Sesurity). Their unifarms are green and
the eaps have.red piping. The chekists have unlinited authsrity over the

ememy of thé peopla" amd thoss who hide them, They are aluays armed 3 ““\

with pistels lut during their duty heurs they have autematic weapams, A
hand gremsdes, rockets, and bimevslars. :

Special Iebar trocps alemg the border clsan up the terrain sroumd the
frontier lines ef farests, stumps, and ether road cbstasles. This is
to asgde ahealffely ¢lsar vision in the fromtier area, These :
labar treepe are not permamemtly statiomed here, They regeive their supplies
from the kamanisturas cr polelsnies im which they work at the time, ‘
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